224                      ERNEST  RENAN                   CHAP.
August he had returned to his native town of Treguier, which he had not seen for forty years. He had been received with so much cordiality             5
that he determined to pass part of every year in             '
Brittany, and he took accordingly, for a series of years, a house close to the sea in the neighbourhood of Lannion. The same letter informs me that he had been elected President of the Asiatic Society of Paris, as a successor to M. Adolphe Regnier, who had himself succeeded M. Jules Mohl so well known to so many Englishmen.
A letter of March 1885 brought pleasant news of Madame Kenan's evenings at the College de France. They continued some of the traditions of those which Madame Mohl, of whom Mrs. Simpson has preserved so full a record, used to have at No. 120 Rue du Bac. It was she who said that she should like to die on a Saturday, that she might have one Friday more.
At this time Renan was writing his Discours for the reception of M. F. de Lesseps at the French Academy ; but the distractions of business and society were too great for more consecutive labour, and the Histoire du Penile d" Israel was sound asleep, not to wake again till its author reached his new Breton home.
Ere long the Discours just mentioned arrived